MEET OUR
2021 SPEAKERS!

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
SESSION ONE: SOCIAL MEDIA AND AVALANCHE SAFETY
Mark Staples, Director, Utah Avalanche Center
Mark Staples will share his perspective on how avalanche centers use social
media to communicate with backcountry recreationalists. As Director of the
Utah Avalanche Center, Mark engages both a large population and a large
geographic region. His perspective will shed light on effective use of social
media tools for connecting with a broad and diverse audience. Mark earned
an MS in Engineering at Montana State University as part of the MSU Snow
Science Program. He has previously worked as a professional ski patroller at
Big Sky Ski Area and as a backcountry avalanche forecaster for the Gallatin
National Forest Avalanche Center in Bozeman.

Parkin Costain, Professional Big Mountain Skier
Talking about avalanche country on social media is part of the job for
professional ski athletes like Parkin Costain, a Black Diamond big mountain
freeride skier. Risk management can be difficult to portray online, and
athletes play an important role in influencing the avalanche safety practices
of backcountry communities. Parkin will reflect on this and other
challenging aspects of social media communication. After growing up skiing
in Northwest Montana, Parkin now lives in Big Sky, though he spends much
of the winter traveling for work. He appears in Teton Gravity Research’s 2021
film Stoke the Fire with a Cooke City segment.

Amélie Goulet-Boucher, Researcher, Simon Fraser University
Amélie Goulet-Boucher will present early findings from an interview study
investigating how backcountry recreationalists use social media, and how
these habits and behaviors affect avalanche risk management practices. As a
graduate student at Simon Fraser University in British Columbia, Amélie
researches the improvement of safety messaging in the public sphere, where
the rise of social media has changed the backcountry information landscape.
She works under Pascal Haegeli, a leader in understanding the human
dimensions of avalanche safety. She has worked in communications and
marketing for Parks Canada. An ACMG Apprentice Ski Guide and a CAA Level
2 pro, Amélie also guides and teaches avalanche courses in Golden, BC.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
SESSION TWO
Kim Givler, Physical Therapist, Physio Whitefish
Training for injury prevention is an essential part of pre-season prep, but it’s
also something many recreationalists overlook. Strength and mobility in the
backcountry can make the difference between a fun but exhausting day in
the mountains, and a season cut short by injury—and in the backcountry,
that difference may mean life or death. Physical therapist Kim Givler shares
advice, principles, and tools to help you take care of the most important piece
of gear you take into the backcountry: your body. After earning a Doctorate
of Physical Therapy from Idaho State University in 2009, Kim returned to her
home state. She has worked as a PT in the Flathead Valley for more than a
decade and is now part of the team at Physio Whitefish.

Blase Reardon, Director, Flathead Avalanche Center
Blase Reardon will review the 2020-2021 season, presenting key lessons
learned from atypical avalanche cycles. A significant mid-January storm left
behind an alarming crust, and a stormy February produced unusually
dangerous riding conditions that resulted in a tragic fatality, as well as a
spike in near misses. Early in his career, Blase researched climate change and
glaciers for the USGS and worked as a forecaster for the Going-to-the-Sun
Road avalanche program in Glacier National Park. After working as a
forecaster in Idaho and Colorado, Blase returned to the Flathead Valley, and
in 2020 he stepped into the role of FAC Director.

Spencer Logan, Forecaster, Colorado Avalanche Information
Center
Colorado Avalanche Information Center Forecaster Spencer Logan will
review the 2020-2021 avalanche season, relating what we have seen in
Northwest Montana to broader trends. Last year’s season was unusual not
just in our area, but across the United States. Spencer will also discuss
changes in the demographics of avalanche victims, focusing on education
and experience levels. Spencer earned an MS in Earth Sciences from Montana
State University, and has been with CAIC for nearly 20 years. He has
collaborated with colleagues in North America and Europe to better
understand trends and patterns in avalanche accidents and occurrences.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
SESSION THREE: CHOICES AND COMMUNICATION
IN THE BACKCOUNTRY
Leslie Atkinson, Snow Biker and Strategic Advisor
We are so grateful to Idaho-based snow biker Leslie Atkinson for sharing her
firsthand story of surviving an avalanche last winter. While motoring down
Pilots Peak, near Boise, on a bluebird February day, the slope shattered
beneath her. Leslie’s husband, Don Stanger, was able to escape the slide on
his bike, but she was knocked off, carried downslope, and buried under two
feet of snow. Luckily, Don quickly found and rescued her. They both attribute
their survival to having the right gear and training. In Boise, Leslie works as a
Strategic Advisor and manages ReflexRacing.com with Don.

Grant Helgeson, Senior Forecaster, Avalanche Canada
Time. Throughout the season, it meters out the ebb and flow of weather,
which drives the evolution of conditions, the development of avalanche
problems, and, as a result, the timing of safe travel in avalanche terrain.
Mastery in avalanche terrain requires that we adjust to the ever-changing
conditions. Grant Helgeson will lead us to the idea of being water, being
adaptive (the snowpack is both of these). Grant is a Senior Forecaster at
Avalanche Canada in Revelstoke, British Columbia. His work involves
software development and data visualization research, risk communication
and teaching the new folks the ways of the Ski Doo 850.
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