NRSAW 2022 SPEAKERS
JOEL SHEHAN
Physical Therapy for a Strong, Healthy Season
Joel holds a Masters of Science in Physical Therapy and
Bachelor of Science in Biology from the University of
Montana, and is a Certified Strength and Conditioning
Specialist (CSCS). Joel has worked in multiple settings,
including outpatient orthopedic, skilled nursing, home
health and acute hospital care. Joel works with all types of
conditions and his ultimate goal is to encourage and
empower his patients to overcome their pain or injury, to
achieve overall health and wellness.

LEEANN ALLEGRETTO
NW MT winter 21-22 review and 22-23 preview: Atmospheric rivers,
La Nina TRIPLE DIP, and more
With 17 years of experience as a Meteorologist in the
National Weather Service, LeeAnn has had the privilege of
working in Alaska, Maine, and Montana. She has been the
Avalanche and Backcountry Program Manager for over a
decade at NWS Missoula, and is also a contributing
member of the NWS National Avalanche Team. Born and
raised in western Pennsylvania, she grew up skiing on ice
(it built character!) but has been fully converted to a
powderhound here in the West. Winter weather is her jam
and always will be!

JAKE HUTCHINSON
When things go wrong... How a little critical thought, a few
shortcuts and better practice will make you a more effective and
more efficient companion rescuer
Jake is the Technical Director for the American Avalanche
Institute and Membership Trustee for the American
Avalanche Association. He has spent his adult life avoiding
adulthood by staying actively immersed in one or many
facets of the snow and avalanche world, from ski patrolling,
avalanche forecaster, SAR member and educator. He has a
passion for training working dogs in many disciplines.
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SIMON HORTON
Refining snowpack model predictions with snow depth observations
Simon is a forecaster with Avalanche Canada and
researcher with the Simon Fraser University Avalanche
Research program. His research explores ways weather and
snow cover models can be applied to understand mountain
snowpack conditions. He completed his PhD in Avalanche
Mechanics from the University of Calgary and is developing
an operational model system that predicts avalanche
conditions across remote parts of western Canada.

SIMON TRAUTMAN
Comparing Avalanche Seasons: Do more dangerous conditions result
in more fatalities?
Simon works for the National Avalanche Center and lives in
Bellingham, Washington. He grew up in Wyoming, did a
stint as a US Navy Corpsman, and earned a BS in Geology at
Western Washington University and an MS in Earth Science
from Montana State University. He has worked as an
avalanche forecaster for the Moonlight Basin Ski Patrol, the
Colorado Avalanche Information Center, the Sawtooth
Avalanche Center, and the Northwest Avalanche Center.

MATT HANSEN
Burying the Lede: Lessons learned from a career of writing about
people and avalanches
As a writer, editor, communicator, and lifelong skier, Matt
Hansen has spent two decades producing commentary
about avalanches and backcountry safety. He was an editor
at Powder Magazine for 16 years, where he helped elevate
the conversation about human factors to a national
audience. Today, he is the Communications Director for
Teton County Search and Rescue Foundation in Jackson,
Wyoming, providing information about backcountry
accidents across multiple platforms and outlets. He is also
the producer and co-host of The Fine Line podcast, which
seeks to build support for Search & Rescue volunteers and
explore decision-making in the backcountry.
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ADAM CLARK
Adam is the lead avalanche forecaster for the BNSF Railway Avalanche Program
based in Essex, MT. Outside of the railroad’s avalanche season, he splits his
professional time working as a mountain guide and researcher for the USGS
Glaciology Program. He lives in Whitefish, MT where he grew up and when not on
the job, he most enjoys spending time with his lovely wife Aubrey and their three
energetic sons: Hudson, Forrest, and Skyler.

LLOYD MORSETT
Lloyd is a 25 year professional ski patroller who relishes the opportunity to learn
everyday. Lloyd is the current Snow Safety Coordinator and Lead Avalanche Rescue
Dog Handler for Whitefish Mountain Resort, and serves on the Board of Directors for
Friends of the Flathead Avalanche Center. Along with his wintertime passions of
skiing, brapping and teaching avalanche courses, Lloyd loves spending time with his
family.

ERICH PEITZSCH
Erich Peitzsch is a Research Physical Scientist with the U.S. Geological Survey in
West Glacier, Montana, where he currently studies snow and avalanche-climate
relationships, wet snow avalanches, and supervises the Going-to-the-Sun Road
Avalanche Program in Glacier National Park. He is also an instructor with The Patrol
Fund and the Vice President of the American Avalanche Association. Erich earned
his M.S. and Ph.D. from Montana State University in Earth Sciences (Snow Science).

BLASE REARDON
Blase found a passion for snow during several exceptionally snowy winters in Ohio,
when snow-covered golf courses sparked a hunger for steep, snowy mountains. He’s
worked most of the past 25 winters as an avalanche forecaster in Montana, Idaho,
and Colorado. He has also served as Editor or Co-Editor of The Avalanche Review and
Editor or Co-Author for the most recent two volumes of The Snowy Torrents. In his
current position as Director of the Flathead Avalanche Center in northwest Montana,
he tries to clear bureaucratic tangles for his staff so they can bushwhack through
alder to good snow.

KEAGAN ZOELLNER
After an illustrious career surviving on seasonal jobs in a gentrified Montana ski
town, Keagan found herself the Ski Patrol Director at Whitefish Mountain Resort.
When not on the slopes with the greatest crew in the world or chasing a half wild
Avalanche Rescue Dog through debris, she is usually hiding out in the Bob Marshall
Wilderness for half the year. As a mother of two small dragons, she is clearly qualified
to moderate a panel and keep these gents on task.

