Winter Backcountry Mentorship
What to gain from a winter backcountry mentorship
Improved confidence and leadership skills.
Personal development.
To gain valuable knowledge, and practice with a skilled mentor in winter
backcountry travel.
Opportunities to ask tough questions in a private setting.
To get to meet other novices and form new backcountry partnerships.
To network with professionals in the Flathead and other areas.

Requirements
In order to apply, mentees must have a minimum of a Level 1
course and 5 days in the field. They should know some basic first
aid. Gear can be provided if they don’t have it.

Cost
The cost to participate in the program will help cover the expenses associated with running the
mentorship program and providing you multiple private and semi-private learning opportuniites
throughout the season. We will have one scholarship available for this year.
Registration Cost: $200

It's a pilot year
When you try something new sometimes you have to make a few adjustments along the way.
This program is the byproduct of a lot of research and planning. But as we dive in, some things
included in this document might change. We thank you in advance for your adapability.
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How it will work:
Each pairing will be based on user type and answers in the application.
Once admitted into the program, we will have a liability waiver for you to sign and we will let you
know who you've been paired with.
We will let you know about our mandatory partner rescue session before we allow any groups
to go in the field together.
There will be predetermined backcountry locations that the groups can choose between.
While we cannot control avalanches we want to make sure this learning opportunity is provided
in the safest manner possible for both mentor or mentee meaning you will be keeping things to,
by laymans terms, greens and blues.
If a mentor/mentee group goes out beyond those areas they are no longer considered in
connection with the program and are nothing more than two friends going out in the moutnains
together.
Mentor will reach out to mentee/program coordinator the evening before they go out in the field
with their plan for the next day.
The morning of must include a pre-trip meeting where the mentor/mentee will look at the
forecast, discuss hazards, make a plan etc.
Liability forms must be signed by both parties before they go out.
Observations to Flathead Avalanche Center website must be submitted during debrief by the
end of the field day. Contact coordinator to notify safe return.

Applications and Timeline
Applications
Application Review
Program Start

We will accept applications November 15-25
We will review applications and circle back in mid-December
We will formally start in January
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