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Background 

 

The Flathead Avalanche Center (FAC) operations ran from November 9, 2013 to April  6, 2014. The FAC advisory 

area consists of portions of the Swan Range, Flathead Range, Lewis Range (southern Glacier National Park), Apgar 

Range (Glacier National Park), and portions of the Whitefish Range (Figure 1).The FAC is a Type 3 avalanche 

center meaning it employs part-time avalanche specialists who work for the avalanche center in addition to other 

non-FAC related duties. (Type 1 and 2 avalanche centers have a minimum level of funding necessary to meet 

personnel and equipment requirements, issue daily advisories, and provide ample avalanche education throughout 

the season.)  FAC avalanche specialists collected snowpack and weather data from various locations within the 

advisory area and issued three regularly scheduled advisories per week (Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday). This 

seasonôs current funding and resources for FAC allowed for three regularly scheduled advisories per week (and 

associated field days) and two free Introduction to Avalanche courses. However, FAC personnel were committed to 

providing quality and timely products. Therefore, extra updates, advisories, and avalanche classes were deemed 

necessary this season. Avalanche information product season totals: 

¶ Pre-season avalanche information updates (beginning on 11/9/2014) = 5 

¶ Scheduled avalanche advisories (through April 5) = 52  

¶ Extra avalanche information updates/bulletins/special advisories = 22 

 

 
Figure 1: Overview of the Flathead Avalanche Center advisory area (shaded in gray) as well as portions of hte 

Kootenai National Forest. The FAC hosts the Kootenai National Forest advisory on their website. 

 
The FAC experienced substantial change this season on many fronts. The principal changes occurred within the 

avalanche center personnel realm. In the summer of 2013 the Flathead National Forest decided to create a director 

position for the FAC. Hiring processes delayed the implementation of this position and an interim director was 

selected for the 2013-2014 season. Erich Peitzsch was selected to be the interim director for the season. Erich 

served under a detail position from the U.S. Geological Survey. Other changes in personnel for FAC included the 

hiring of Todd Hannan as a part-time avalanche specialist. Erich and Todd completed the majority of the field work 

and published almost all the advisories this season, and were the regular part-time employees of the FAC. Seth 
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Carbonari assisted with avalanche education courses, unscheduled advisories/updates, and some field data 

collection. Tony Willits provided some field assistance to aid in the advisories. 

 

Flathead National Forest snowmobile stewards (formerly snowmobile rangers) Lucas Stacy and Guy Zoellner 

worked as part-time liaisons for the winter backcountry motorized community. Their duties included education 

about appropriate motorized recreation zones, avalanche education, and collecting data for the FAC. Their efforts 

were valuable in assisting avalanche specialists with observations while completing their other duties. Overall, it 

was a team effort that produced the public products issued by the FAC. 

 

Website 

 

Another major change came in the form of the advisory format (Figure 2). A synopsis of previous mountain 

weather as well as expected weather is the first section in the advisory. Then, recent observations from FAC 

avalanche specialists, other avalanche professionals (i.e. BNSF Avalanche Safety) and from the public were 

summarized in this section along with pertinent photos and videos (videos were also on our YouTube channel 

(http://www.youtube.com/user/FlatheadAvalanche). The snowpack discussion lists the current avalanche problems 

and associated travel advice for each problem. Finally, the bottom line summarizes the overall avalanche hazard 

and hazard rating. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/FlatheadAvalanche
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Figure 2: Sample avalanche advisory 

  
































